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once more on the far side of the Vaal, whither he had gone
to convey Steyn to Kruger's headquarters at Machadodorp for
consultation.
At this moment the British cause was not prospering in the
western Transvaal, ;where the enemy, under Delarey, were
active and enterprising, and had succeeded in surprising and
capturing several weak detachments in the Rustenburg area
and the passes of the Magaliesberg range. Our forces of
occupation were kept fully employed in hurrying to and fro to
repress the risings that broke out in every area not held down
by one of our garrisons, and eventually Roberts resolved, much
against his will, to evacuate the country for the present and
utilise elsewhere the troops thus made available. This move-
ment, however, was still in process of completion when De Wet
appeared and drew all our troops like a magnet to his orbit;
and indeed he had two very narrow escapes, once on his way
north, when, pressed by his pursuers and menaced on either
flank, he was all but headed off from the Magaliesberg passes ;
and again on his return, when, having delivered Steyn to the
charge of the Boers operating north of Pretoria, he had to take
refuge in the mountains to escape being completely hemmed in.
After his departure for the Orange River Colony in the third
week in August, British influence once more permeated through
the western Transvaal, where the Boers remained more or less
quiescent for some months, only minor punitive expeditions
being found necessary.
Operations for the subjection of the eastern Transvaal by
the final dispersion of the main Boer army and the eviction
of Kruger from his territory had already commenced. An
advance in force astride the Pretoria—Komati Poort railway
was carried out by French's cavalry, working on the right, a
body of infantry from the main army on the railway itself, and
Buller's Natal army, which had been called up from Charles-
town to Belfast, and now took the left of the line. After a smart
little action at Bergendal the wings were pushed forward, the
left into the Lydenburg district, the right towards Barberton,
and before the overwhelming pressure on both their flanks
Botha's forces gave way and finally broke up. By the end of
September Kruger had fled into Portuguese territory, the British
had occupied Komati Poort, and the independence of the
Transvaal had been proclaimed at an end. The sturdier
elements among the enemy were, however, no more inclined to
give up the struggle here than their fellows in the south and
west. While some of them passed round the northern flanks of
the British and carried out, during November and December,
a series of incursions against the Pretoria—Kornati. Poort

